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Transforming the World One Camper at a Time

New Tabernacle Update

Koronis Ministries’ Summer Schedule 2017 *
Camp Koronis
June 18 — 23……..Camp Koronis SIT Training Expedition at Kowakan (ages 16-18)
June 18 — 23……..Pathway Camp #1 (ages 9-13), Intermediate Horse (ages 9–13)
June 25 — Jul 7….Staff-in-Training #1 (ages 16–18)
June 25 — 30…….Pathway Camp #2 (ages 9-13), Beginner Horse #1 (ages 9 – 13)
July 5 — 8…….…..Trailblazer Camp #1 (ages 8-12), Mini-Horse Camp #1 (ages 8-12)
July 9 — 22……….Staff-in-Training #2 (ages 16-18)
July 9 — 14………..Pathway Camp #3 (ages 9-13), Beginner Horse #2 (ages 9–13)
July 16 — 19...…...Trailblazer Camp #2 (ages 8-12), Mini-Horse #2 (ages 8–12)
July 20 — 22……..Teddy Bear Camp #1 (ages 6-9)
July 23 — 28……..Specialty Week for Teens (ages 13-18), Adv. Horse (ages 13 – 18)
July 30 — Aug 1...Teddy Bear #2 (ages 6-9)

Lake Koronis Retreat Center
June 11 — 15……...Summer Theology
June 25 — Jul 1….Red Rock Camp
July 16 — 22……...Ultimate Challenge
Aug 14 — 18……….Grandcamp
Sept 1 — 4………….Labor Day Family Camp
Sept 7 — 9………….Autumn Gathering

KoWaKan Adventures
June 23 — Aug 13.KoWaKan Available for group expeditions
June 25 — 30……..Teen Trek Boundary Waters Canoe Trip (ages 13—18)
* Look for our brochure soon, or visit KoronisMinistries.org after Jan. 1 to register!

Although the proposed building site of Koronis Ministries’ new Tabernacle remains empty, “below the surface” the
project is taking root. Progress slowed for a while during Koronis Ministries’ director transition in 2015, but a lot
has been happening over the course of this past year.
The building committee has met a number of times with project architect Chester Gamble to finalize the design,
reducing the building’s size by 1/3 from the original plan, while still accommodating over 300 people in the main
meeting room and the dining area. “We are quite pleased with the result of the process,” said Dan Ziegler, Koronis
Ministries Executive Director, “by tweaking the original design, we have been able to decrease the Tabernacle’s
square footage, while keeping all of its beauty and functionality, still capturing the ethos of our original tabernacle.
Most importantly, the updates to the design should bring the project in under our $3 million target.”
The fundraising steering committee has continued working this year as well, with a goal of raising $2 million.
These funds, when combined with $1 million
promised by the MN Annual Conference of
the United Methodist Church, should cover
the building’s $3 million price tag.
The capital campaign is currently in the
“quiet phase”, with ongoing visits and conversations with key stakeholders and supporters
happening on a regular basis. In early 2017,
the ministry plans to approach supporting
churches, long-term retreat groups, and a
broader circle of donors, inviting all to participate in this historic campaign.
If all goes as expected, Koronis Ministries
hopes to ceremonially break ground on Memorial Day weekend, with construction proceeding in earnest at the end of the summer.
Architectural design for the front of the new Tabernacle
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New Leaders for KoWaKan Adventures

Summer Staff & Staff in Training

New Advisory Council Meets

We are excited to welcome Levi & Lara Ziegler as program leaders for KoWaKan Adventures, the Boundary
Waters Wilderness arm of Koronis Ministries. Levi & Lara come with a wealth of camp and ministry experience,
including service in a wilderness camp setting, work with children’s ministries, and most recently through their
program and administrative leadership at Camp Koronis. Levi also grew up in the Christian camp setting with
his family, as son of Koronis Ministries’ Director Dan Ziegler .
Levi & Lara share a deep love of the outdoors as avid hikers,
canoers, and nature enthusiasts. In 2015 they enjoyed a 1,200mile trek together, hiking much of the Appalachian Trail.
“Nature is one of the most real and distraction-free settings
to experience the presence of God, and we want to facilitate a
real quality experience of that for anyone who desires it” says
Lara. “We want KoWaKan to be a go-to place of wildernessbased relationship and team-building, for church and ministry
groups in particular.”
Keith Shew, Director of Minnesota UMC Camp and Retreat
Ministries was enthusiastic about their appointment. “They are
remarkable leaders, and I’m thrilled that they’ve expressed interest in overseeing our KoWaKan ministry in 2017.”
Levi and Lara are replacing Josh Jirasek, who has stepped
down from the KoWaKan position in order to serve full-time as
Koronis Ministries’ Facilities Manager.

If you, or someone you know, are over 18, love working with children and having fun, and are serious about
your faith, we want to meet you! Spending a summer at
camp is guaranteed to grow your leadership and ministry skills in a close-knit, dynamic and fun-filled setting.
Working at Camp Koronis isn’t just a valuable job
opportunity, it’s a chance to impact the lives of hundreds of campers. The summer staff at Camp Koronis
play a significant role in speaking God’s love into camper’s lives. Not only that, but they get to spend a summer
on the shores of beautiful Lake Koronis swimming,
singing, learning new things, and building friendships
with the rest of the summer staff.
We are already accepting applications! So, if this
sounds like your kind of summer, apply now at our web
site—KoronisMinistries.org. Our summer positions include Counselors, Lifeguards, Maintenance Staff and
Kitchen Assistants.
If you are not yet over 18, but hope to be on camp staff
someday, check out our NEW Staff-in-Training (SIT)
program. Teens aged 16-18 can now spend 3 weeks developing their leadership skills and learning all about
what it means to be part of camp staff. The SIT program
includes a unique one-week leadership training expedition in the Boundary Waters, followed by two-weeks as
part of the summer staff, living in the cabins, and supporting the program and activities at Camp Koronis.
Space in the Staff-in-Training program is extremely
limited. Registration opens at KoronisMinistries.org in
January 2017; don’t wait to reserve your spot!

In November, Koronis Ministries’ new Advisory
Council met for the first time. The group’s official
purpose is “to help ensure the ministry vitality and
effectiveness of Koronis Ministries.”
According to Executive Director Dan Ziegler, the
council was created to broaden input from the camp
constituency, giving stakeholders a stronger voice in
speaking to the strategic future of the ministry.
The camp’s former Board of Directors, which filled
this function, was disbanded at the end of 2013 due
to restructuring within the Minnesota UMC. This
restructuring moved the governance of Minnesota
UMC camps to the conference’s Board of Trustees,
and placed camp oversight under the direction of
Minnesota Annual Conference staff.
“I’m excited to see this advisory group come together,” Ziegler said, “and I know their input will be
crucial to the camp’s success down the road.”

Levi & Lara Ziegler, new KoWaKan Program Leaders

Koronis Ministries
Accreditation Renewed!
Koronis Ministries accreditation through the
American Camping Association (ACA) came up for
renewal during the Summer 2016 season. The process of re-accreditation involved in-depth selfevaluation and a July visit with ACA representatives
to assess Koronis Ministries and Camp Koronis according to best-practice standards of safety and programing. The visit went well and our accreditation
has been renewed! Our next ACA visit is in 2021.
We are grateful for dedicated staff who keep Koronis Ministries and Camp Koronis operating at an
exceptionally high standard of safety and quality!

Hanging out with friends at Teddy Bear Camp

Pine Lodge Renovation
As the temperature drops outside, winter projects are
getting underway inside. The first floor renovation of
Pine Lodge has begun with major demolition. Josh Jirasek, Facilities Manager, has been busy scraping walls,
pulling carpet, and removing paneling and trim.
The renovation brings a long-awaited final update to
the first floor, completing the overall renovation of Pine
Lodge, which took place bit by bit over the past six years.
Before the make-over began, the interior of Pine Lodge
had been untouched since the building was erected in
1975. We are excited about the enhanced quality of lodging, bathrooms and meeting areas we now have to offer.
We’ve been encouraged by over $4,000 in donations
towards this much-needed renovation, which have already covered close to one third of the cost of the project. These gifts are a vital part of our ability to serve
guests groups well, and provide for them a beautiful
setting to grow in relationship with God and each other.

The first floor meeting room of Pine Lodge, a work in progress!

Advisory Council Members:









Mike Craven, Rochester MN – Cottage owner and
Building Manager at the Mayo Clinic
Diane Fuchs, Payn esville MN – Cottage owner,
interior designer, and camp volunteer
Deb Marzahn, Lakeview MN – Red Rock Camp
board president and UMC pastor
Barb Rosene, Sar tell MN – Labor Day Retreat
leader and former Koronis Ministries board member
Beth Russell, W acon ia MN– Educator, camp volunteer and former Koronis Ministries board member
Matt Sipe, Delan o MN – Former Minnesota UMC
Camp/Retreat Board member and UMC pastor
Karin Trail-Johnson, St. Paul MN – Educator
and former outdoor/youth ministry staff member
Doug Voss, Paynesville MN – Organic farmer,
musician and parent of Camp Koronis campers

Give More with an IRA Rollover Gift

2016 Summer Staff during an entertaining team-building exercise

Did you know, for those 70.5 years and older, you
can make a tax-free gift to Koronis directly from an
IRA, up to a total of $100,000 per year? This transfer
generates neither taxable income nor a tax deduction, so you can benefit even if you don’t itemize tax
deductions. Your IRA charitable rollover gift can
meet all, or part, of your required minimum distribution for this year.
These gifts can be marked for specific projects and
purposes at Koronis, such as the Pine Lodge renovation or the Tabernacle. Contact your IRA administrator or Koronis Ministries for more details.
As we celebrate the Christmas season, you can give
a gift in support of Koronis Ministries that will bless
others for many years to come!

