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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GROUPS SERVING YOUTH & CHILDREN  

Groups serving youth and children have a special responsibility for the safety of those in their care. 
Koronis Ministries offers the following recommendations to groups serving youth based on best 
practices in camping.  
 
SUPERVISION  
Supervisors and counselors should be at least sixteen years old and two years older than the campers 
they are supervising. At least 80 percent of your staff should be eighteen or older. (If your group 
primarily serves those with special needs, it is recommended that all staff be at least eighteen years old.)  
Campers of different ages have different supervision needs. In general, it is recommended that your 
group have a supervisor to camper ratio of at least:  

Camper Age Staff:Campers  
Under 5 1:5  
6-8 1:6  
9-14 1:8  
15-18 1:10  

There may be situations or activities that your group should consider where more or fewer supervisors 
may be needed. Your group should also consider times and activities where you require at least two 
staff members to be present, for example at shower time or changing time.  
 
ONE-ON-ONE TIME WITH CAMPERS  

It is important for staff to minimize one-on-one time with campers. Campers may sometimes want to 

have a one-on-one conversation with a staff member. In these cases, it is best to find a quiet spot in an 

open area while remaining within auditory and visual range of other staff and campers. Staff members 

should never be alone with a camper away from others or behind closed doors. 

 

OTHER SAFETY RECOMMENDTIONS 

It is recommended that groups serving youth and children have leaders or counselors that are trained in 

CPR/AED and first aid to administer care to campers. The group is responsible for emergency care, 

including first aid and emergency care, as well as transportation to hospital if needed. While small first 

aid kits are available at some locations on grounds, it is the responsibility of the group to supply their 

own complete first aid kit and any medications (OTC or Rx) that are required by campers.  

It is also strongly encouraged that group leaders retain a list of all campers including names and contact 

information of emergency contacts, any known allergies or medical conditions that may require care or 

consideration while at retreat. For campers under age 18, it is advised to have a signed permission to 

seek emergency treatment from parent/guardian.  

 

 


